
It's instructive to start with two stories about two of my constituents whose lives were forever 
changed by IEDs. And I'm sure there are members of the House and the Senate that could provide 
stories from their own states. 
 
On my left, there's a photograph of Adam Keys. Adam moved from Canada to the Lehigh Valley of 
Pennsylvania. That's on the eastern side of our state. He moved there as a teenager and joined the 
U.S. Army after he got his green card. 
 
In July of 2010, Adam's vehicle hit an IED in Zabul Province. The 14-ton -- 14-ton -- mine-resistant 
armored vehicle was thrown into the air by the blast. Four soldiers in the truck were killed, 
including Adam's best friend from Whitehall High School in Pennsylvania, Jesse Reed. 
 
Adam lost both legs and one arm, his left arm. And he has had more than a hundred surgeries to 
repair the damage to his body. There was a news account that said he had 120 surgeries. I just 
saw him last week at Walter Reed, and he said the number is actually 130 surgeries. 
 
I first met Adam back in March of 2011 and had the great opportunity to see him in Bethesda just 
recently. Now an American citizen and promoted to sergeant, Adam's road to recovery has been 
incredibly long. He's a true inspiration to all of us, and he and his family are in our prayers. 
 
I want to add a footnote here. I've probably never met anyone who's been through so much horror 
and still have a sense of optimism. The day I saw him, he was about to move from one area of 
Walter Reed to the next. And he was anticipating that move in a matter of hours or minutes when I 
saw him, and he was in great spirits. 
 
On my right is a photograph of Nick Staback. Nick is an Army specialist from the county in 
Pennsylvania that I live in, Lackawanna County. And I knew his grandfather, who served in the 
Pennsylvania general assembly. 
 
In October of 2011, Nick was on a foot patrol in the Arghandab Valley in Afghanistan when an IED 
exploded in his path. He lost both legs and spent the past year recovering at Walter Reed National 
Military Medical Center in Bethesda. 
 
Nick's mother Maria took a leave of absence from her job to move to Bethesda to be with Nick as 
he learned how to walk on prosthetic legs. I met Nick and his family shortly after his return from 
Afghanistan, and I was awed and inspired by his positive attitude and his determination not to let 
his injuries slow him down or stop him from doing the things that he loves. 
 
In fact, I understand from his mother that Nick is down in Texas on a hunting trip as we speak. In 
the day that I first met him, that was one of the objectives that he had upon leaving Walter Reed 
was to figure out a way to keep hunting in the future. 
 
Again, a tremendous sense of optimism and positive thinking that characterize both these 
patriots. 
 
Nick is now 21 years old and he's moved into an apartment near the hospital, and we're all 
optimistic that he has a bright future ahead of him. We have no doubt about that. 
 
As public officials, we owe nothing less than our greatest efforts, and then some, to confront this 
terrible weapon of war. On behalf of Nick, Adam and the thousands of other U.S. forces still out 
there today on patrol, we need to redouble our efforts and our focus on stopping the illicit flow of 
these deadly IED precursor materials, or I should say precursor chemicals. 


