Pennsylvania native first woman to enlist in Army combat arms support job

By waiting five years to join the Army, Cicely Verstein made history.

The 21-year old Pennsylvania native is the first woman to enlist in one of six combat arms support jobs the Army opened to women in May. She starts basic training in November to become a 91M, Bradley Fighting Vehicle System Maintainer.
PRESS AVAILABILITY
Ms. Verstein, the Morgantown Recruiting commander Capt. Robert Knaggs, and Ms. Verstein's mother, Joyce Dupre, will be available for interviews at the Star City, W. Va., JFK Memorial on Tuesday, July 3, at 2 PM; address is 425 Industrial Avenue, Morgantown, WV 26501. It is off Exit 155 on US 79 south, approximately 1.5 miles east of the exit.
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Becoming that first woman soldier was not on Verstein’s mind when she contacted the Morgantown, West Va., Army Recruiting Station in early June.

“I’ve always liked working on motors and that job looked like fun,” she said of being a technician on the 33-ton high-speed carrier that transports up to nine infantrymen. 

Verstein first thought about joining the Army five years ago, before graduating from Greensburg (Pa.) Central Catholic High School in 2008. Her family, who stands behind her now, was not so supportive then during the then-more dangerous Iraq and Afghanistan operations.

“They’re a lot more behind me now than they were then,” she said. “They realize I have better view of what I want to do with my life and what will make me happy.”

Beginning May 14, the Army opened six combat arms support Military Occupational Specialties (MOS) to women. The Women in Services Review (WISR), requested by Congress and directed by the Secretary of Defense in 2011, prompted this change in policy. Each of the services reviewed laws, policies and regulations regarding the service of women members of the Armed Forces to determine if any revisions were needed to ensure women service members have an equitable opportunity to compete and excel in the Armed Forces.

The six Army MOSes that women can now enlist for are:

* Multiple Launch Rocket System (MLRS) Crewmember, 13M

* MLRS Operations Fire Detection Specialist, 13P

* Field Artillery Firefinder Radar Operator, 13R

* M1 Abrams Tank System Maintainer, 91A

* Bradley Fighting Vehicle System Maintainer, 91M

* Artillery Mechanic, 91P
FOR MORE INFORMATION, CALL BRIAN LEPLEY AT 502 626 0167 / 757 344 3664
