
NATO/ ISAF UNCLASSIFIED 

 

 

Headquarters  

Regional Command (South) 

International Security Assistance Force 

KANDAHAR AIRFIELD, AFGHANISTAN 

 

 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

PR# 2011-12-21-001 

 

Charges filed in death of Pvt. Danny Chen 
 

 

KANDAHAR AIR FIELD, Afghanistan – Eight U.S. Soldiers deployed to southern 

Afghanistan were charged in connection with the death of a fellow Soldier that occurred 

in October. The Soldier was found in a guard tower with an apparent self-inflicted 

gunshot wound. 

 1st Lt. Daniel J. Schwartz, Staff Sgt. Blaine G. Dugas, Staff Sgt. Andrew J. Van 

Bockel, Sgt. Adam M. Holcomb, Sgt. Jeffrey T. Hurst, Spc. Thomas P. Curtis, Spc. Ryan 

J. Offutt and Sgt. Travis F. Carden, all of C Co., 3rd Battalion, 21st Infantry Regiment, 

1st Stryker Brigade Combat Team, 25th Infantry Division were charged December 21, 

2011, in connection with the October 3, 2011 death of Pvt. Danny Chen, an infantryman 

assigned to C Co. at Combat Outpost Palace. 

Schwartz is charged with eight specifications of Article 92, UCMJ, dereliction of 

duty. 

Dugas is charged with one specification of Article 92, UCMJ, violation of a 

lawful general regulation, four specifications of Article 92, UCMJ, dereliction of duty, 

and one specification of Article 107, UCMJ, making a false official statement. 

VanBockel is charged with two specifications of Article 92, UCMJ, violation of a 

lawful general regulation, three specifications of Article 92, UCMJ, dereliction of duty, 

four specifications of Article 93, UCMJ, maltreatment, one specification of Article 119, 

UCMJ, involuntary manslaughter, one specification of Article 128, UCMJ, assault 

consummated by battery, one specification of Article 134, UCMJ, negligent homicide, 

and one specification of Article 134, UCMJ, reckless endangerment. 

 



Holcomb is charged with four specifications of Article 92, UCMJ, violation of a 

lawful general regulation, two specifications of Article 92, UCMJ, dereliction of duty, 

two specifications of Article 93,UCMJ, maltreatment, one specification of Article 108, 

UCMJ, destruction of military property, one specification of Article 119, UCMJ, 

involuntary manslaughter, two specifications of Article 128, UCMJ, assault 

consummated by battery, one specification of Article 134, UCMJ, negligent homicide, 

one specification of Article 134, UCMJ, reckless endangerment, and one specification of 

Article 134, UCMJ, communicating a threat. 

Hurst is charged with two specifications of Article 92, UCMJ, violation of a 

lawful general regulation, two specifications of Article 92, UCMJ, dereliction of duty, 

two specifications of Article 93, UCMJ, maltreatment, one specification of Article 119, 

UCMJ, involuntary manslaughter, one specification of Article 128, UCMJ, assault 

consummated by battery, one specification of Article 134, UCMJ, negligent homicide, 

and one specification of Article 134, UCMJ, reckless endangerment. 

Curtis is charged with two specifications of Article 92, UCMJ, violation of a 

lawful general regulation, one specification of Article 92, UCMJ, dereliction of duty, six 

specifications of Article 93, UCMJ, maltreatment, one specification of Article 119, 

involuntary manslaughter, four specifications of Article 128, UCMJ, assault 

consummated by battery, one specification of Article 134, UCMJ, negligent homicide, 

and one specification of Article 134, UCMJ, reckless endangerment. 

Offutt is charged with two specifications of Article 92, UCMJ, violation of a 

lawful general regulation, one specification of Art 92, UCMJ, dereliction of duty, four 

specifications of Article 93, UCMJ, maltreatment, one specification of Article 119, 

UCMJ, involuntary manslaughter, three specifications of Article 128, UCMJ, assault 

consummated by battery, one specification of Article 134, UCMJ, negligent homicide, 

and one specification of Article 134, UCMJ, reckless endangerment. 

Carden is charged with two specifications of Article 92, UCMJ, violation of a 

lawful general regulation, two specifications of Article 93, UCMJ, maltreatment, and one 

specification of Article 128, UCMJ, assault. 

As the legal process continues, further information will be published as it 

becomes available.  
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RC-South Public Affairs Office 

 

Afghan cell numbers: From Afghanistan 070-693-4028, From outside Afghanistan add +93 drop the 0 

 

Alternative numbers:  

NIPR: 318-421-8721  

NCN: 685-1625  

 

E-Mail: david.connolly@afghan.swa.army.mil or alan.davis@afghan.swa.army.mil 

 

Visit us on: 

Twitter: twitter.com/ISAF_RCSouth 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/ISAF.RCSouth 

YouTube: www.youtube.com/ISAFRCSouth 

DVIDS: www.dvidshub.net/units/RC-S 
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